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RANGES AND CLOSURES  

  

INDOOR GUN RANGE  

 

Our Indoor Firearms Range sessions have resumed for .22 calibre rimfire rifles and handguns of .45 cal and under. 

No centrefire rifles of any calibre are allowed in the Indoor Range.   

  

Steve Potters is running our Monday evening indoor session from 5:30 PM till 7:00 PM. Our Wednesday morning 

indoor shooting is scheduled for December 3rd & Dec 17th from 10:00 AM till 11:30 AM.   

Please have your valid current NDRGC membership card with you when attending the range as well as all the 

documentation required by the Canadian Firearms Act.  

  

Unfortunately, there is a currently a problem with our club’s website operating system so I am unable to enter 

information and can’t provide updates or cancellation notices on the site at this time. 

Contact Marvin Paisner at paisners@shaw.ca if you have any questions. 

 

  

ARCHERY RANGE   
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President’s Message Howie Grant 
  

 
  

 REFLECTIONS FOR 2025 

 

Wow, what happened, here we are again. It’s been another busy year for the NDRGC. We had a 

record-breaking fundraising banquet and our gun show proved to be very popular again, holding 

its own with other events in adjacent communities. We are very fortunate for the continued support 

our Club receives from the citizens and our business community over the year. Please remember 

this and show your appreciation by patronizing local business owners. We wouldn’t be where we 

are if it wasn’t for our community support. 

 

In June, we had National Range Day and had a weekend for Fishing Forever.  

Both of these events were very successful thanks to our commitment of volunteers who ensured 

members of the public became involved. 

 

 



 

 

Our major project this year was the successful completion of the acoustic project at Mickey 

McEwen Hall. With the support of Columbia Basin Trust Grant applications (REDI Grant, and 

Community Development Grants) and a donation from the Nelson Italian Canadian Society, we 

were able to install over 100 acoustic ceiling panels. Not only has the acoustics improved 100 %, 

but the panels look great. 

 

 
 

As a non-profit society, the NDRGC is happy to give back to the community. We sponsor Selkirk 

College with 2 x $500 Bursaries, we hold wildlife education courses which are free to the public, 

we give annual donations to Kokanee Interpretation Centre and Kootenay Lake Hospital 

Foundation and of course our Sheep Feeding Program. These are just of the few things the 

NDRGC support throughout the year. 

 

The NDRGC is volunteer based and wouldn’t be as successful if it wasn’t for the focused effort of 

our directors and our many coordinators. Time and time again they are asked to make things 

happen and each of them work tirelessly to ensure each event runs smoothly. The result is a Club 

that you and the rest of the community can be proud of. 



I hope you took advantage of a great fall and had an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors, as I did, 

whether it was hunting, fishing, hiking or biking. 

 

In closing, I wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a very happy, healthy, and 

prosperous 2026. 

 

 

 



FIELD & STREAM TO TABLE SPRING BANQUET 

 
We are starting to plan our wild game spring banquet which is set for March 7, 2026. This is our largest 

fundraiser and with a very unique menu and improved acoustics, this year promises to be very exciting. To 

make this event successful we require the support of our members for donations of game meat and fish. We 

have started to collect some elk, deer, and moose roasts but we need more to reach our goal of 120 pounds of 

protein for the banquet. If you have meat or fish you wish to donate, please contact me.  

 

EVENTS COOK NEEDED 

 
 

Glen McKen will no longer be the cook at NDRGC events, and we are looking for someone to fill his big 

shoes.  

Please contact me if you can help the Club  

 

Howie  

 

 



Membership 

 
MEMBERSHIP TRANSITION TO BC WILDLIFE FEDERATION (BCWF) 

Nelson District Rod & Gun Club (NDR&GC) is transitioning memberships to BCWF starting with the 2026 membership 

year. You can now join NDR&GC via the MyBCWF portal. Your user name must be a valid email address. See the attached 

for quick how-to guides for MyBCWF. 

As we transitions to MyBCWF the Nelson District Rod & Gun Club will accept either your club membership number or your 

BCWF Membership number when signing in at the outdoor range. 

Following are points NDR&GC Membership Team wish to share: 

• Log at https://my.bcwf.bc.ca/  
• Patti Blomme will be NDR&GC Membership Coordinator starting with the 2026 Membership year and has met the 

BCWF Membership team.  Together they will get your questions answered. 

• Auto-renewals with credit card payments are available with MyBCWF.  

There will still be transactions done with NDR&GC, specifically: 

1. Donations: BCWF cannot take 3rd-party donations, so please keep donating but send NDR&GC donations directly.  

Donations (e transfer, cheque, cash) go to membership@nrgcbc.ca  or  by credit card to treasurer@nrgcbc.ca  

2. Range Keys: All outdoor range keys must be purchased directly from NDR&GC. Contact club membership at 

membership@nrgcbc.ca (250 551-7414) or Hoge Tyler, Director Outdoor Range, at 250 551-7645 

In the early stages of the transition, your NDR&GC membership number will not appear on the MyBCWF card but your club 

membership will, just not your NDR&GC membership number.  We expect to have both membership numbers (BCWF and 

ours) on the MyBCWF card in the near future. 

MyBCWF requires credit-card payments on the platform — if you do not have an appropriate credit card or do not have an 

email address/computer access, contact Patti at membership@nrgcbc.ca  or 250 551-7414.  We look forward to making this 

transition a success. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Your Nelson District Rod & Gun Club Membership Team. 
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Click the link below to sign up 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fubW1uDDQyCXNx7Tn-ZPJw#/registration 



 

Effective October 1, 2025, two regulation changes were deposited under the Hunting Regulation and Commercial 
Activities Regulation of the Wildlife Act. 
  

1. Repeal of Compulsory Inspection (CI) requirements for moose hunted in region 3, 4, 5 (parts of) and 8, 
and repeal of CI requirements for lynx/bobcat hunted/trapped in regions 4, 5, and 8. 

  
These changes were made because the wildlife program has other sources of data collection to manage these species, 
limits on resources to conduct CIs, reduce burden on licensed hunters and trappers, and these changes were requested 
by representatives of hunting and trapping organizations. Hunters or trappers that harvest one of these species in 
these areas on or after October 1, 2025, are not required to submit those species for Compulsory Inspection. Those 
species harvested in those areas prior to October 1, 2025 are still subject to the CI requirements. 
  
Also, a reminder that mandatory reporting for moose Province-wide is still in effect, and mandatory reporting of the 
activity of a trapping license is also still in effect Province-wide. 
  
This information has been updated to our website: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/recreation/fishing-hunting/hunting/regulations-
synopsis/regulation-synopsis-corrections-and-updates 
  
While this email is internal, you are welcome to communicate the change to your members. 
  

2. Establishment of a Jan 5-31 ‘any deer’ (white-tailed or mule, antlered or antlerless) in the vicinity of 
Cranbrook, this hunt provides one additional deer beyond the current regional bag limit. (n.b.: a 
hunter cannot exceed the provincial bag limit of three deer). 

  
This hunt was established to assist with Chronic Wasting Disease response; it may decrease deer density in this area, 
and it will provide additional samples that the wildlife health program can use to monitor CWD prevalence and 
distribution. Hunters play an important role in B.C.’s ability to contain CWD, as their participation and voluntary 
submission of harvested animals for testing is crucial to disease detection and control. Currently, it is estimated that 
less than 1% of deer in the Cranbrook area are infected with CWD. This targeted, time-restricted hunt is one of the 
tools the Province is using to keep prevalence low and reduce the risk of CWD entering or spreading within B.C. 
wildlife populations. The hunt builds on more than 20 years of ongoing surveillance and preventative measures, with 
targeted efforts in the highest-risk areas. Otherrecent actions include targeted removal and testing of urban deer in 
Cranbrook and Kimberley, mandatory testing for harvested deer, moose and elk in the Kootenay Region, carcass 
transport restrictions, and ongoing monitoring with First Nations and local governments. 
  
The online Hunting and Trapping Regulations Synopsis and the Corrections and Updates website have been updated 
with these changes. Additionally, an Information Bulletin on the Cranbrook deer hunt is available 
here:https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2025WLRS0041-000952 
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Carnivore Connectivity Project 

 
My name is Taylor Eaton, and I am a wildlife research technician at Red Deer Polytechnic in Red Deer, Alberta. 

We are reaching out to ask if the Nelson & District Rod & Gun Club would be interested in providing genetic 

samples (hair, skin, tissue, etc.) from harvested black bear, cougar and wolves for a large-scale landscape genetic 

study. Our objective is to better understand black bear, cougar, and wolf population genetics and movement across 

the landscape. This information will be used to help inform human-wildlife conflict. We have set up a program 

with the Alberta Trappers Association to collect wolf samples (up to $25 per animal, depending on the number of 

samples from the animal provided). We are setting up a similar program for British Columbia hunters/trappers to 

receive compensation like the Alberta Trappers. This project is a collaboration between the University of 

Saskatchewan, Red Deer Polytechnic, Parks Canada, and the Beaver Hills Biosphere. All the samples in this study 

are being collected under an approved research and collection permit for the Province of Alberta. Our sincerest 

thanks to those of you who provided samples last year.  

Black bear, wolf, and cougar populations are expanding across western Canada, however, the routes carnivores 

used have not been identified. This study examines large scale movement of black bears, wolves, and cougars 

within British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan by identifying corridors that allow carnivores across western 

Canada, with an aim to limit human-carnivore conflicts. This research will address three objectives while exploring 

the movement of black bears, wolves, and cougars across western Canada: 1) defining carnivore population 

boundaries across western Canada and identifying, 2) identifying corridors connecting populations that carnivores 

use for movement, and 3) exploring how human-carnivore conflicts affect movement, and identifying potential 

hotspots for human-wildlife conflict. Population boundaries for each species will be defined using genetic testing. 

We will identify variations in the DNA sequence that are commonly found in animals living within the same 

geographic area. We will then look for these same variations in animals across western Canada to predict the 

similarity between populations. Next, we will use natural and man-made corridors and movement barriers to 

predict the path(s) across western Canada migrating carnivores use to travel between populations. Pathways will be 

mapped by identifying natural corridors (ex. River valleys) animals could use to travel to new habitats, as well as 

barriers that could inhibit movement. Natural barriers could include large mountain ranges, while man-made 

barriers could include major roadways and cities, or areas with a high abundance of human-wildlife conflict. By 

comparing genetic similarity between populations, we can predict which corridors are used by carnivores. 

As carnivores move across the provinces, conflicts may increase. Identifying corridors that are facilitating ovement 

of carnivores can help agencies predict movement patterns and target intervention programs that reduce human-

carnivore conflicts. To identify carnivore source populations, genetic samples will be collected from black bears, 

wolves, and cougars across western Canada. We are requesting assistance from British Columbia trappers, hunters, 

and outfitters throughout the entire province to help collect genetic samples from black bears, wolves, and cougars. 

DNA can be obtained from muscle, hide, blood, and hair. We will supply each trapper/hunter/outfitter with kits 

containing vials, envelopes, and bags for samples, plus a set of instructions on collecting and storing samples. 

Trappers/hunters/outfitters can provide a thin sliver of muscle tissue, a 1-inch by 1-inch swatch of kin/fur, hair 

pulled directly from the animal, and/or a blood pad with a set of coordinates for where the animal was harvested. 

Not all sample types will provide high quality DNA, however, collecting multiple sample types from the same 

individual will help us to develop methods to find the same genetic variability in lower quality samples that may be 

collected more opportunistically. We are asking for multiple sample types to be taken from each animal so we can 

validate our methods of extracting DNA from lower quality samples by comparing it to DNA extracted from the 

higher quality sample. Acknowledgement will be given to the outfitters, hunters, and trappers in any resulting 

reports, presentations and publications. We can provide compensation, up to $25 for samples. We will also provide 

yearly reports on our progress, and results once the project is completed. 

 

Taylor Eaton 

Research Technician | Sciences 

Red Deer Polytechnic | 100 Donald Boulevard, Red Deer | AB | T4R 0V5 

Cell: 780-728-4696 | Fax: 403-357-3679 

www.rdpolytech.ca  

http://www.rdpolytech.ca/


Indoor Gun Range 

 

DECEMBER INDOOR FIREARMS RANGE UPDATE: 
  
Our Indoor Firearms Range sessions have resumed for .22 calibre rimfire rifles and handguns of .45 cal and under. 
No centrefire rifles of any calibre are allowed in the Indoor Range.   
  
Steve Potters is running our Monday evening indoor session from 5:30 PM till 7:00 PM. Our Wednesday morning 
indoor shooting is scheduled for December 3rd & Dec 17th from 10:00 AM till 11:30 AM.   
Please have your valid current NDRGC membership card with you when attending the range as well as all the 
documentation required by the Canadian Firearms Act.  
  
Unfortunately there is a currently a problem with our club’s website operating system so I am unable to enter 
information and can’t provide updates or cancellation notices on the site at this time. 
Contact me at paisners@shaw.ca if you have any questions. 
  
Marvin Paisner,  
Director responsible for the Indoor Firearms Range 
  

Archery  

 

Arrow Building and Tuning Session 
 

There have been requests for a session on arrow building and tuning. This will be held at the range on Sunday 
December 14th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  If you are interested, please email NelsonBCarchery@gmail.com to 
register.  
This session is open to all archers, regardless of experience. Please bring your archery toolbox and jig if you have 
one. Attendance will be by donation, please bring cash. We will go over arrow flight, building, tuning, and arrow 
lethality for hunting. 
 
Outdoor Range  
 

The outdoor range has been put away for the winter, but you are welcome to use any of the old 3D targets left 
out for target practice; broadheads are allowed on these targets or your own target only. Please shoot 
responsibly! 
Good luck this bow hunting season. 
 

Indoor Range  
    

The range has been steady with a great group of committed archers of all levels. Looking forward to Archery 
Canada Mailmatch this winter, starting in January. Mailmatch schedule will be posted in the newsletter next 
month, please stay tuned. For more info: https://archerycanada.ca/national-competitions/indoor-mailmatch/ 
 
Guest archers pay $10 per session, with shooting line priority given to members. All archers must know how to 
shoot safely, or they must take the Introduction to Archery course. The course will be available by request and 
outside of range hours. The Introduction to Archery course is two hours of indoor instruction with all equipment 
provided--it is $50 per person. Email NelsonBCarchery@gmail.com for booking or inquiry.   
  
Greg Seidelin  

mailto:paisners@shaw.ca
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Cottonwood Creek 
 

A 2024 Fish Habitat Assessment by Living Lakes of Canada for Cottonwood Creek is available 
at: https://data.cbwaterhub.ca/dataset/cottonwood-creek-revival-project/resource/bdaa7e1a-d2f4-45cd-af09-
8d818dd58754 
Living Lakes is still pursuing an aquatic habitat enhancement project in the lower reaches of the creek, but 
downstream of the CPKC-owned lands and is also continuing with water quality monitoring throughout the 
watershed.  
 
Paul Thomas 
Cottonwood Creek Co-Coordinator  

Social Gaming  
  

Nelson Social Gaming Schedule for December !! 
 
- Friday, December 5th, 5 to 10 pm, Board Gaming, Warhammer 40k and Magic.  We are downstairs, please use 
side rear door to enter.  Post if you are attending 😀 
- Sunday, December 7th, 2 to 7 pm, Board Gaming, Warhammer 40k and Magic.  We are downstairs, please use 
side rear door to enter.  Post if you are attending 😁 
- Friday, December 12th, 5 to 10 pm, Board Gaming, Warhammer 40k and Magic.  We are downstairs, please use 
side rear door to enter.  Post if you are attending 😁 
- Sunday, December 14th, 2 to 7 pm, Board Gaming, Warhammer and Magic. We are downstairs, please use side 
rear door to enter.  Post if you are attending 😀 
- Friday, December 19th, 5 to 10 pm, Board Gaming Warhammer 40k and Magic.  We are downstairs, please use 
side rear door to enter. Post if you are attending 😁 
- Sunday, December 21st, 12 to 7 pm, Warhammer 40k 1000 point Christmas Clash Event 😁😁 
- Also Board Gaming and Magic, 2 to 6 pm.  Post if your attending 😁 
- Friday, December 26th, Social Gaming is Cancelled 😞  
- Sunday, December 28th, TBA 
 
Calvin Hacking 

 

 

Firearm Licences and BC Hunting Licences  

 

 REQUIRED TRAINING FOR FIREARMS (PAL) AND HUNTING LICENCES (CORE): Booking now for  

the fall courses. Classes in Nelson, Salmo, Slocan, Nakusp, Revelstoke and the Okanagan. Limited seating, 

book your seat early. For more information about classes, dates and locations check  

out www.dbozconsulting.ca or contact Dorian Boswell, 250-265-8323 (cell), dbozconsulting@gmail.com If 

your community wishes to sposor a course I can travel to your community to do a course(s).  
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Sunday 30 Monday 1 Tuesday 2 Wednesday 3 Thursday 4 Friday 5 Saturday 6 

Indoor Archery 

09:00 – 11:00  

Gaming  

14:00 – 18:00 

       
Indoor Gun 

17:30 – 19:00 

  

  

  
Indoor Archery 

17:15 – 19:00  
       

Ladies’ Shooting  

18:00   

 

Gaming  

17:00 – 22:00 

 

 

 

Sunday 7 Monday 8 Tuesday 9 Wednesday 10 Thursday 11 Friday 12 Saturday 13 

Indoor Archery 

09:00 – 11:00  

Gaming 

14:00 – 19:00 

        
Indoor Gun 

17:30 – 19:00 

 

  

  Indoor Archery 

17:15 – 19:00 
       

Ladies’ Shooting  

18:00  

Gaming  

17:00 – 22:00 

 

 

 

Sunday 14 Monday 15 Tuesday 16 Wednesday 17 Thursday 18 Friday 19 Saturday 20 

Indoor Archery 

09:00 – 11:00  

Arrow building 

11:00 – 13:00 

Gaming 

14:00 – 19:00 

        
Indoor Gun 

17:30 – 19:00 

 

  

         
Outdoor Gun TBC 

Indoor Archery 

17:15 – 19:00 

       
Ladies’ Shooting  

18:00  

Gaming 

17:00 – 22:00 

 

  

Sunday 21 Monday 22 Tuesday 23 Wednesday 24 Thursday 25 Friday 26 Saturday 27 

Indoor Archery 

09:00 – 11:00  

Gaming 

Noon – 19:00 

       
Indoor Gun 

17:30 – 19:00 

  

  

   

Christmas 

Eve 

 

Christmas 

Day 

    

  

Sunday 28 Monday 29 Tuesday 30 Wednesday 31 Thursday 1 Friday 2 Saturday 3 

Indoor Archery 

09:00 – 11:00  

Gaming 

TBA 

        
Indoor Gun 

17:30 – 19:00 

  

  

  

New Years 

Eve 

 

New Years 

Day 

 Gaming  

TBA 

  

  

  

 



 

Club Contact List 
 

President  Cottonwood Creek – Police Liaison - Bighorn 

Sheep Volunteer Co.  

  

Howie grant  250-551-1077  hhgrant@telus.net  

Vice 

President  

Outdoor Firearms Range & Maintenance –  

Sheep Winter feed   

  

Drew Turner  250 505-6630  Hideoutside@shaw.ca  

  

Past 

President  

Conservation – Environment – Fish &  

Wildlife– Hall maintenance – Edward Jones  

Account  

  

Wally Kampen  250-354-2926  kampenwally@gmail.com  

Treasurer  Recording Secretary - Admin  Derek Ludwar  250-505-4433  derekludwar@gmail.com  

  

Director  Indoor Firearm Range Project 

Mapleseed  

Marvin Paisner  250-229-5710  paisners@shaw.ca  

  

Director  Fishing Forever - Cook  Glen McKen  250-505-5006  

  

membership@nrgcbc.ca  

  

Director  Social Gaming - Ladies Shooting – Website &  

Digital Communications (Facebook)  

  

Nolan Kearney  604-780-2726  nolan.kearney1@gmail.com  

Director  Treasury - Secretary - Admin -   

Edward Jones Account  

  

Frances Brown      

  

Director  Outdoor Archery Range - Trap range –  

Key master  

Warren Russell  250-551-7562  warren@WSRussell.ca  

  

Director  3D Archery – Banquet - Archery Indoor  

Range - Newsletter  

  

Jordan K Braun  778-908-9535  jordanxbraun@gmail.com  



Director  Outdoor Range – Gun Show – Project  

Mapleseed – National range day 

  

Hoge Tyler  250-551-7645  hogetyler@gmail.com  

  

Coordinator  Hall Rental Manager  Joan Grodzki   250-352-9592  hallrental@nrgcbc.ca  

Coordinator  Building Maintenance Manager  Lewis Juelll 250-421-3620 irjuell@gmail.com 

 

Coordinator  Memberships   Patti Blomme  Patti.Blomme@gmail.com 

 

Coordinator  Memberships - Club history   

  
Alan Bond  250-352-2289  membership@nrgcbc.ca  

  

Coordinator  Ladies Shooting  

  

Anita Irwin  250-354-2998  ladiestargetshooting.nrgc@gmail.com  

Coordinator  Security  Al Walker  250-352-9752  arwalker@telus.net  

  

Coordinator  Trap  Jim Brown  250-608-9332  jrb2740@yahoo.com  

  

Coordinator  Archery – Newsletter - Mailmatch  Greg Seidelin  250-551-4022  nelsonbcarchery@gmail.com  

  

Coordinator  Social Gaming  Calvin Hacking    calvin.hacking@gmail.com  

  

Coordinator  Cottonwood Creek  Alan Thompson  

Paul Thomas  

  

    

  

Coordinator  Fishing Forever  Brad Howard  250-444-1953  bradhoward@telus.net  

  

  

NEWSLETTER   

Please submit your submission, or suggestions for the letter at 

NelsonBCarchery@gmail.com 
 

   

mailto:irjuell@gmail.com
mailto:Patti.Blomme@gmail.com
mailto:NelsonBCarchery@gmail.com

	RANGES AND CLOSURES
	President’s Message Howie Grant
	Membership
	Carnivore Connectivity Project
	Indoor Gun Range
	Archery
	Arrow Building and Tuning Session
	Outdoor Range
	Indoor Range

	Social Gaming
	Firearm Licences and BC Hunting Licences


